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Institution of Slavery in the United States
	 Institution of slavery in the United States had a huge impact on the nation as Black slaves played a crucial role in shaping the economic foundations, especially on the South and shaping the politics of the country during the colonial period. During the 17th and 18th centuries, most Africans were kidnapped from their continent and forced into slavery in America and other colonies (Baptist & Camp, 2006). These slaves were forced to work as servants and laborers in American tobacco and cotton farms in the south. Slavery became popular in the South due to the vast plantations. Although the American businessmen at the north also benefitted from slavery. The businessmen made huge amounts of money from the slave trade and investments from the plantations on the south. Slavery was thus not popular in the north as they could trade the slaves to the south. This write up aims at highlighting the impact of slavery from the revolutionary era to the reconstruction era.
The emergence of the American Revolution
	Slavery was highly acceptable by the Americans though the black Americans were against it. However, in the mid-19th century, a revolution arose and challenged slavery to a great extent. The revolution was a result of a disagreement between various issues, including different revolutionary ideals, the emergence of new evangelical religious beliefs that advocated for equality, and a decline in the profitability of tobacco.  This revolutionary era led to a reduction in slavery in the north, as some states like Delaware passed legislation to abolish slavery (History.com Editors, 2009). However, enacted laws took too long to be implemented. Only children were freed, and this was done only after the children turned 25 years old.
	In the South, a similar movement was working towards delivering the slaves. There emerged a large population of blacks who were freed from tobacco farms that did not require many slaves to work in the farms. For instance, one-third of African Americans were free in Maryland and Delaware. This spread to more powerful slave states like Virginia, where the black community grew rapidly than before (History.com Editors, 2009). The increased number of free black men led to the development of public institutions for African Americans advocating for equality. 
The division between the north and the south
	The United States was in crisis in 1861 as the north and the south became different in terms of economic, social, and political aspects. The north had developed into an active and commercial region, while the south developed to become an agricultural region depending on the slaves. The end of the American Revolution led to challenges in slavery (Baptist & Camp, 2006). Slavery became unprofitable in the North and slowly started to decrease. On the other hand, the South wanted to maintain slavery and expand the peculiar institution hence separating the north from the south. Slavery thus became the source of political conflicts between the South and the North. 
The lives of the Slaves
	Slaves living in the south were very many as they constituted about one-third of the total population in the South. Most of these slaves resided in large and small farms owned by the Americans who were referred to as masters. The masters had the right to own more than 50 slaves in their farms, depending on the size of the farms. The masters organized and controlled the slaves through the restrictive codes system (Baptist & Camp, 2006). No slave was allowed to acquire education as the masters controlled their movement in and out of the farms. Enslaved women had no right to their sexuality. Most of their masters took their sexual freedoms against their will. The obedient ones were rewarded with sexual favors, while the rebellious ones were punished with a lot of brutalities. The slaves were socially organized according to their relationship with their masters and skills. The slaves were allowed to marry each other though not on a legal basis. 
Slave Rebellions
	Despite the tight control of slaves, there were several successful revolts, while most of the time, their plots were betrayed. In 1739, a revolt by Cato in Stono was successful, leading to the death of 30 whites in South Carolina. This was followed by a revolt in 1741 in New York, leading to massive destruction of property. The slaves tried to organize themselves in larger groups and plan on various uprisings. For instance, a rebellion led by Nat Turner created much fear for the masters after killing more than 60 whites in 1831(History.com Editors, 2009). However, Nat Turner and his followers were captured. Rebellious slaves also poison their masters, destroy farm machinery and crops and later run away from their masters. Most of the slaves that run away were granted their freedom by black and white abolitionists in the North and Canada. 
Abolitionism
	Most blacks during the slavery period freed from their masters, making about 10% of the African American population in the U.S. in 1860, this population grew to around 500,000  African Americans with half residing in the North and the other half living in the South (Baptist & Camp, 2006). In the North, the slaves were living freely though they were denied rights to vote, right to own property, and right to movement. On the South, the free blacks were facing institution of slavery in law as many restrictions were placed against them. This led to the emergency of abolitionists who were against slavery and discriminatory restrictions against the black community. 
	In conclusion, slavery could not end in a single day without having revolutions, reforms, rebellions, and organizations. Many slaves acquired their freedom by taking part in rebellious actions, taking part in revolutions, and through recognition of various reforms that were put in place to abolish slavery in the North and the South (Baptist & Camp, 2006). The end of slavery marked the significant development of American history. 
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